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Department of

Mass Communication and

Journalism at a Glance

Established

Programmes Offered

Number of Students at Present
Number of Students Passed
Faculty Members

Faculty Staff

Chairperson

Management of the Department

Previous Chairmen of the Department :

1962

BSS (Hons); MSS (Regular); Regional

Masters (Special 2-yrs. Programme

in Collaboration with Nepal, Norway and
Pakistan Universities/Institutes); M.Phil and Ph.D

About 500
About 2000
30

11 Current

Professor Dr. Gitiara Nasreen

The Department is managed and administered by two
committees, namely Academic Committee and
Coordination and Development (C&D) Committee

headed by the Chairman.

Since its inception 15 Chairmen served the
Department with great competence and esteem.

The list of those are given below.

Prof. Dr. Shaikh Abdus Salam

No. Name Tenure

1. Atiqguzzaman Khan 2-8-1962 31-1-1972
2. Q A | M Nuruddin 1-2-1972 31-6-1976
38 Dr. Sakhawat Ali Khan 1-7-1976 1-7-1979
4. Q A | M Nuruddin 2-7-1979 1-7-1982
58 Shamsul Majid Haroon 2-7-1982 19-6-1984
6. Q A | M Nuruddin 1-2-1984 10-8-1987
7. Md. Tawhidul Anwar 11-8-1987 10-8-1990
8. Dr. Md. Golam Rahman 11-8-1990 10-8-1993
9. Dr. A. A. M. S. Arefin Siddique 11-8-1993 10-8-1996
10. Dr. Sitara Parvin 11-8-1996 10-8-1999
11. Dr. Ahaduzzaman Mohammad Ali 11-8-1999 10-8-2002
12. Dr. Sakhawat Ali Khan 11-8-2002 31-8-2004
13. Dr. Md. Golam Rahman 1-9-2004 4-6-2006
14. Dr. Shaikh Abdus Salam 5-6-2006 4-6-2009
15. Dr. Gitiara Nasreen 5-6-2009




Faculty Members of the Department

Professor
Dr. M Golam Rahman
Dr. Ahaduzzaman M. Ali

Dr. A A M S Arefin Siddique
[Now, Vice-Chancellor, D.U]

Dr. Shaikh Abdus Salam
Shamsul Majid Haroon
Kazi Abdul Mannan

Ms. Akhter Sultana

Dr. Gitiara Nasreen

Associate Professor
Mofizur Rhaman
Robaet Ferdous

Dr. Kaberi Gayen

Dr. Abul Mansur Ahmed
Dr. A J M Shafiul Alam
Dr. Fahmidul Hoque

Assistant Professor

Ms. Samia Rahman

Naadir Junaid

Ms. Sabrina Sultana Chowdhury
S. M. Shameem Reza

A S M Asaduzzaman

Ms. Afroza Bulbul

Ms. Shaonti Haider

Dr. Sudhangshu Shekhar Roy

Lecturer

Ms. Suriya Begum

Shameem Mahmud

Mohammad Khorshed Alam

Ms. Sabnam Azim

Saiful Hoque

Mohammad Saiful Alam Chowdhury
Ms Kajali Sehreen Islam

Professor Supernumerary
Dr. Sakhawat Ali Khan

Besides, there are a number of Adjunct Teachers from profession and academia.

Internship Programme,
Placement and Exchange

Seminars and Workshops

International/ Regional
Programme

Computer Lab, Photo Lab and
Media Center Facilities

Student Counseling and
Guidance

Co-curricular and Extra
Curricular Activities

Other Logistics and Support
Services

The Department organizes internship programme in cooperation
with national/ international/ private organizations for the senior
students and arrange their placement at different media/
communication organizations. It also arranges exchange
programme for both teachers and students home and abroad.

The Department organizes regular seminars, workshops, research
meetings etc.

The Department has been running a 2-years Regional Master
Programme in Journalism, Media and Communication in
partnership with Oslo University College, Norway; The University
of Punjab, Pakistan and College of Journalism and Mass
Communication (CJMC), Nepal. Teachers and students from all
these partner countries are taking part in teaching and learning to
this programme.

The Department has one computer lab (with 60 computer) and
one photo lab. Desktop publishing, photojournalism courses are
supported by these two labs. Beside it has a media centre for
supporting other technical courses. It has a midern seminar/
library facility. Class rooms are equiped with computer/ internet/
multimedia facilities.

The Department has a special seminar library with about 6000
books and journals. There are two teachers engaged in provide
counseling and guidance to the students.

The Department organizes exhibitions, debate competition, ye?ﬁlg
sports and cultural programmes, picnic, study tours etc.
students participate in inter-university sports too. At times they
organize programmes in collaboration with Dhaka University Mass
Communication and Journalism Alumni Association (DUMCJAA)
The office of the Department is very supportive to both teachers
and students. The support staffs are extremely caring and cordial
to every one under the leadership of Majid Bhai

Professor, Dept. of Mass Communication and Journalism and President, DUMCJAA
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Freedom of Press and
Ethics of Journalism
Dr. M. Kamal Uddin Jasim
)

The terms Freedom of Press and Ethics of Journalism are interrelated and interdependent;
one cannot be understood without the inherent essence of the other. So, if we want to have
real meaning of freedom of press then we must shed light on the ethics of journalism. Many a
times, we cannot distinguish and differentiate these two terms rather we overlap each other.
Here, we have tried to explain the basic theme of both the terms first, and then efforts were
made to discover the correlation between them within the limited time and space.

Each and every citizen of Bangladesh deserves to enjoy freedom of press as basic right. The
fundamental rights being guaranteed by the fundamental law of the land with some
limitations. No organ of the state can act in breaking of such rights. Article 7 (seven) of our
constitution ensures that all powers of the state belong to the people. In Bangladesh
democratic Government is exercising powers through the persons elected by the people and
such a government claims their transparency and accountability. Thus, by such constitutional
provisions every citizen of the country has the right to know about every step taken by the
Government in details for transparency and accountability of the activities of the persons in
the government. So, to ensure the freedom of press it is absolutely necessary to avoid the
scope of personalized explanation.

It is true that much has been discussed and worked out in our country about freedom of press
and right of access to information. Yet, more activities need to be performed to achieve the
esteemed target. Recently, the concerned authority has submitted draft broadcasting policy to
the Parliamentary Standing Committee although that was criticized by the concerned experts
as well as stakeholders including the veteran journalists like Mr. Shaikh Shiraj of Channel I
and Mr. Motiur Rahman Choudhury of Manab Jamin. Subsequently, the authority has given
consent to have open consultation with the experts and even that will be received through the
e-mail. Undoubtedly, it is a good sign which may originate the long cherished silver line in
the horizon of freedom of press in Bangladesh.

So, attempt should be taken for amendment of the proposed draft policy and necessary
amendment of the words and phrases of the present law in force which are inconsistent with
the draft and creating hindrance to carry on the activities of press without apprehension for
creating environment of a welfare and democratic country.

On the other hand, the ethics of journalism include a pledge to truthfulness, accuracy,
wisdom, courage, justice, temperance, objectivity, impartiality and virtually public
accountability. A journalist, while reporting on an event, must keep in mind these ethical
principles and devote themselves to reporting only those matters which are based on fact and
evidence. Good faith with the reader is very important. The news must be trustworthy. It
should be unbiased and free of any twist or superfluous observations.

Ethics of journalism also include the principle of 'Limitation of Harm' that withholds certain
details from the news report in support of which no significant evidence is available or which
may jeopardize one's reputation in the society. To minimize harm ethical journalists should
treat sources, subjects and colleagues as human beings deserving of respect. Frequently, news




of persons, children related to the report is being withheld for social or humanitarian reasons.
Sometimes news-photos are being published in some of our newspapers bypassing the social
and psychological limitations. The 'Code of Ethics' restricts a journalist to get involved in
'Yellow Journalism' that is unethical and unprofessional journalism. Sometimes some
journalist takes money or other favors in kind from people to publish certain news or to
distort some news keenly. This is a very terrible practice contrary to the ethics and principles
of journalism.

Under no circumstances, the editor, news editor or the chief reporter should assign a
journalist to an area to report an event about which the assigned has little or no knowledge or
experience which is in fact prerequisite. Particularly in Bangladesh, often the news editor, out
of favor or affection, assigns someone to certain beats that actually he does not deserve.

One of the most fundamental ethics of journalism is 'objectivity' which refers to fairness,
disinterestedness, factuality, and non partisanship. Renowned sociologist Michael Schudson
(1978) argues that "the belief in objectivity is a faith in 'facts', distrust in 'values', and a
commitment to their segregation".

We believe that a journalist or reporter in order to achieve the standard of objective
journalism needs to practice the investigative method of gathering information and facts
behind the screen. It would be evident that often some news reporters collect information
from their known sources ignoring the facts lying with the other side which may have
become a victim of the situation which may jeopardize the ultimate goal. A reporter should
take the time to unveil the genuine facts and figures. Investigative journalism can ensure
justice to all the stakeholders.

An accountable journalist can contribute a lot to help a society or a nation to prosper. A
medium, whether it is print or electronic, is supposed to be an unconventional court where
people approach to look for justice. Journalists are the conscience of a social system. They
must discharge their duties by following the code of ethics to put a social system into order
through objective journalism.

The Society of Professional Journalists, one of the prominent forums of journalists in the
United States, affirms regarding the code of ethics:

"Public enlightenment is the forerunner of justice and the foundation of democracy. The
duty of the journalists is to further those ends by seeking truth and providing a fair and
comprehensive account of events and issues. Conscientious journalists from all media
and specialists strive to serve the public with thoroughness and honesty. Professional
integrity is the cornerstone of a journalist's credibility".

To conclude, we can reaffirm that freedom of speech, freedom of press, right to know and
access to information is the features of an efficient democracy. Media's freedom, democracy
and good governance are as inseparable as the human rights are. So a liberated media is
essential for building a society with moral, ethical and democratic values that impact our
society and culture mostly. If the Media can work generously in a democratic atmosphere, the
society is benefited and civilization gets a height from such liberty.

In fine, let me recapitulate that the freedom of press does not imply unlimited and ocean wide
autonomy of the journalists. Since the scope of rights widens the sense of responsibility as
well. So, to discover the truth journalists should be honest, fair and courageous in gathering,
reporting and interpreting information. Furthermore, it should be kept in their mind that the
Journalists are accountable to their readers, listeners, viewers, observers and each other and
eventually to the nation.

Dr. M. Kamal Uddin Jasim, Senior Vice President, Islami Bank, Bangladesh Ltd.




